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housing after renovations
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Synthesized aspirations
Strategic planning begins

Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief

Skinner Hall, built in 1976, will be used as on-campus
housing for the sororities starting next year.
Robert Mayhew / photography club
Jason Latimer
staff writer
The Rose-Hulman administration has put forward a
plan to give Skinner Hall
over to the three Rose sororities - Alpha Omicron Pi,
Chi Omega, and Delta Delta
Delta - subject to each sorority’s acceptance of the
offer by Dec. 22. The plan
has been in the works since
this spring, when Rose began construction on the new
residence building.
“We knew we were going
to have plenty of space (for
housing) with the construction of the new building,
for the first time ever,” Vice
President of Student Affairs and Dean of Students
Pete Gustafson said. “In the
past, we haven’t had enough
space. Now we’re going to
have plenty of space.”
Discussion followed as to
the future of Skinner Hall,
which had now become less
essential to the housing situation on campus.
“We talked about tearing
it down. Honestly, it was a
pre-fab building put up in
’76 with no long-term intentions. We talked about what
the best use other than that
would be for it.”
One of the alternatives
that the administration

agreed upon was offering
Skinner to the sororities for
housing.
“Housing falls under our
area, so one of our responsibilities obviously is to
put housing to the best use
possible,” Gustafson said,
speaking for the Student Affairs department. “Knowing
what we knew about the desire for group living for the
sororities and the availability of Skinner, we just kind of
put two and two together.”
The deal would come with
a $225,000 renovation to
Skinner, according Gustafson, with new windows,
paint, carpets, lighting, and
kitchen upgrades, among
other additions. Each sorority would have one section
of Skinner and could house
a maximum of 12 women,
36 in total, with the fourth
section serving as a chapter
room. Gustafson said that
he thinks this is a great opportunity for the sororities
in multiple areas, including recruitment and having a place to show off their
Greek letters.
“I think from the sororities’ perspective, there are
advantages. Of course, one
is being together,” Gustafson said. “The other is safety.
Continued on page 3.

“I believe that after being the best for 13 years, we
have a license, maybe a responsibility, to set the pace,
to look out into the future
from our vantage point, and
see what perhaps no other
institution could see.” And
thus, The “Great” Debate
– Rose-Hulman’s new strategic planning process – began.
Strategic planning isn’t
new at Rose-Hulman. From
the Institute Commission
for Self Study to the Commission on the Future,
Rose-Hulman has always
had an eye on the future.
So, President Branam’s invitation of faculty, staff, and
student leaders to attend
a presentation about The
“Great” Debate on an early October morning wasn’t terribly out of the ordinary. But,
it soon became clear that the President’s plan
encompasses a scope greater than any previous plan for the future of Rose-Hulman.
“Best is an imperative term. Best is what
you attain when you’re comparing yourselves
to your peers and comparing what you’re doing to what they’re doing… I believe that after
being the best for 13 years, we have a license,
maybe a responsibility, to set the pace, to look
out into the future from our vantage point,
and see what perhaps no other institution

could see,” President Branam said as he laid
out a plan to take Rose-Hulman from “best”
to “Great.” According to Branam, that process
will be managed by iCAST – the Information
Collection and Aspiration Synthesis Team –
members like Dr. Cornwell of Academic Affairs, SGA President Mitch Pettigrew, and
Dean of Students Pete Gustafson.
The iCAST team will seek to collect feedback from all Rose-Hulman constituents
from alumni to peer institutions over the next
9 months through methods ranging from focus groups to surveys. They will reach out to
alumni across the country
with focus groups hosted
in cities with concentrations of Rose alums. Students are also a part of the
Collect
feedback process.
In addition to the overall strategic plan, Branam
highlighted the setup of
specific Feasibility Study
Working Groups that will
study and consider online
education, campus natural
Synthesize
Share
resources, a high school of
science & technology, and
an alumni village.
Strategic planning has
started; when it’s over,
Rose-Hulman will emerge
15
with a plan to take the
The iCAST committee, made up of various Rose-Hulman stake- Institute “from best to
holders, will drive the strategic planning process. great.”
Rose-Hulman President’s Office

iCAST
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Name
Fraternity
Year
Major
Hometown

Max Grove
Delta Sigma Phi
2012
Mechanical engineering
Hinsdale, Illinois

Future
I hope to attend Kellogg graduate business school
to earn an MBA several years down the road. In
the near future, I will be moving to Houston, TX
to work for Apache Corporation. My most important goal will be avoid aging, and remain 21
until I am 30.
Accomplishments at Rose
I have held many positions, such as Class President, Student Alumni Association Public Relations Chair, Intra-fraternity Council Vice President, Sophomore Advisor and Captain of the
Ultimate Frisbee Team. Although I have gained

much experience from these positions, my greatest success at Rose-Hulman has certainly been
the deep relationships I have developed with
friends, faculty, and brothers. My college experience has taught me how to live enjoyably going
forward. I thank you all for this.
When asked “What was the biggest benefit you received from going Greek here at
Rose-Hulman?”
“One of my strengths is my interpersonal skill,
which I have developed extensively during my experiences at Delta Sigma Phi. In addition, the incredible diversity which
I have become accustomed to is both exciting
and educating. I have
thoroughly enjoyed my
fraternity
experience
and it has certainly aided in my collegiate development.”

Easy

Logic puzzle

Meet your
Greeks

Name
Fraternity
Year
Major
Hometown

Brad Foulke
Triangle
2012
Biomedical engineering
Indianapolis, Indiana

Future
Get a job with a medical device company and
eventually go back to school for tissue engineering.
Accomplishments while at Rose
Vice President of Triangle Fraternity, member of
soccer team, Dean’s List each quarter.
When asked “What was the biggest ben-

Issue 9

Rose_0005_E1

http://printable-puzzles.com

ROSETTA

2 3 4
A Rosetta is made up of a
7 6
centre coloured hexagon
Example
encircled by 6 white hexagons.
To complete the puzzle, fill in all 7 Rosettas
with each number between 1 and 7 in no
particular order while also ensuring that :
1. No number is repeated in a horizontal row
2. Each number from 1 to 7 are represented in
the 7 grey coloured hexagon cells.

7

efit you received from going Greek here at
Rose-Hulman?”
Joining Triangle was the best decision I made
while at Rose. I have gained several lifelong
friendships along the way and have been able to
grow in terms of sociability and leadership as well.
There’s never a
dull moment
when I’m hanging out with
my
brothers,
and I’m looking
forward to continuing these
friendships after I graduate.
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The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication produced by the members of the community of
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology published on Fridays first through ninth week
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall. We
also welcome and encourage all community
members to submit articles, photographs, car-

toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors, while preserving the original intent of
the submission. The editors reserve the right to

Ranjana Chandramouli • writer
Andy Chen • writer
Katie Dial • writer
Matt Dierksmeier • writer
Jason Latimer • writer
Morgan Lopez • writer
Stephen Mayhew • writer
Peter Savkovich • writer
Claire Stark • writer
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Richard House • adviser

accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All submissions must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact
information. The editors reserve the right to reject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of The Rose
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249.

Material submitted for use in the print edition may also be included in the online edition located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those
of their respective authors and, with the exception
of the weekly Staff View published in the Opinions section, do not necessarily represent the views
of the staff or the Rose-Hulman community.
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News Briefs
Sean Gorsky • news editor

Curiosity rover launches
toward Mars
NASA’s Mars rover, Curiosity, began its 352-million
mile journey toward Mars on November 28th. The rover marched with The Mars Science Laboratory aboard
an Atlas V rocket. Curiosity, which is about the size of
a mini-cooper, carries 10 science instruments and will
spend two years analyzing the elemental composition of
Mars and investigating the possibility for the existence
of microbial life on Mars. Since the rover is five times
heavier than its predecessors it will be lowered with a
sky-crane—a rocket-powered descent stage that will
lower the rover to the surface. Curiosity, once it completes its several month journey, promises to deliver the
most in depth analysis of the surface of Mars to date.

Scientists discover
HIV-killing compound

Store Hours
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Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.

1234 Wabash Avenue
(812) 232-7272

Skinner: continued from page 1.
There’ve been a lot of issues in the
last few years with break-ins, particularly for chapters downtown, and
during breaks. So I think it provides a
better option for safety for those chapters.”
However, Gustafson was fair and
presented a potential downside to sorority members living in Skinner.
“If they live in a group facility, they
have to follow their national policies,”
Gustafson said. “Well, the sororities’

national policies are really strict.”
These policies for living quarters
are much tighter than current RoseHulman rules and include regulations
such as a total ban on alcohol and limited conditions for visitations. “So, if
four people chose to live in Percopo,
they’d be following Rose-Hulman’s
policies,” Gustafson said. “But when
you put them over there and put their
Greek letters on it, it then becomes a
matter of following their national policies.”

A synthetic compound labeled “PD 404, 182” has
been found to break apart the AIDS-causing virus before it can infect cells. The compound was discovered by
Zhilei Chen, an assistant professor in the Department
of Chemical Engineering at Texas A&M University, and
her team of researches. The compound works by breaking the virus open before it is able to inject its genetic
material into healthy cells. While not a cure for HIV,
Chen explains, the compound can be used as a preventative measure against the virus. As with any new potential medical product, many years of testing and research
must be performed to ensure the product is safe before it
may be readily available to those who need it.

Ultimately, the plan is part of an
overarching goal to interest more
people in living on-campus, according to Gustafson. He listed campus
amenities like the SRC, the wireless
network, and the ability for students
to study together as reasons to live at
Rose.
”We think the students that live oncampus have a better experience than
those that live off-campus and have a
true what I would call ‘college experience’” he said.

Gustafson is looking forward to
watching the plan come together ad
confirmed that Chi Omega had already indicated that they were in favor
of the deal.
“I think once they see how it is to
live there, I think it’s going to work really well for the chapters. People will
want to live there. I think there’s an
initial hesitancy because it’s Skinner,
frankly, but I think with the changes
we’re going to make, I think it’ll be
pretty nice.”

Want to cover the news stories that happen on campus?
Do you like to write? Then write for us!
thorn-news@rose-hulman.edu
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This year Christmas comes
early for Harold and Kumar

Hobey Tam • staff writer

“Harold and Kumar Go to White Castle” pioneered our generation’s take on off-color comedy,
so we hold it as a dear classic in many of our hearts
much like old Disney movies back when we were
children. It has given rise to an entire genre of films
that include other classics such as “The Hangover,”

”

make up the movie simply complement the special
effects when it should be the other way around –
special effects should complement a well thought
out and portrayed storyline. And (2) movie series
simply make the third installment 3D because “3D”
conveniently already has the number “3” in it. They
tack on some special effects to the movie to justify
charging people 150% markup on ticket prices. Examples of this would include “Spy Kids 3D”
and “Jackass 3D.” However, with such a
dearly held classic like Harold and Kumar,
I was willing to pay the extra money. To
say the least, I was not disappointed. As a
college student in this generation, I – we –
have grown up with Harold and Kumar and
have learned to love the format of the movies. Trying to function in society on drugs
equals hilarious for us. Though the overall
setup of the movie – the direction of the
plot – is fairly obvious, the actual scenes
and series of events that lead from point
A to B are full of twists and turns. This makes for
an entertaining hour and a half. I’m not going to go
into the plot too much because I may spoil the movie. However, if you want to find out if or our fallen
hero, NPH, returns to the big screen or not, you will
have to give this movie a view. The 3D aspect was
also used effectively, especially because the Harold
and Kumar trilogy is tailored to 3D special effects
with their constant abuse of drugs and subsequent
tripping. Also, Santa gets shot in the face. Harold
and Kumar 3D Christmas is a great night out on an
uneventful Friday, date movie or as a group viewing.
This picture also ushered in the holiday blockbuster
effectively and is just a good way to start the long
drag that is winter quarter.

To say the least, I was
not disappointed.
“Superbad,” and other crazed adventure epics with
the crude humor we have come to love and enjoy.
With such an overshadowing predecessor, subsequent Harold and Kumar adventures have a lot to
live up to. Though plot and originality took a slight
dip in the second movie, it was still a huge hit and
produced memorable laughs. With almost South
Park-esque social commentary on racial issues and
stereotypes, it made for a picture worth the matinee
show price because it was simply hilarious. Normally, I can’t shell out the extra cash for a 3D movie.
(1) You don’t get more plot, storyline, dialogue, action, etc. from the movie – simply a slightly more
vivid account with the 3D glasses. Too many movies
center around the 3D effects and the aspects that

imdb.com

Review rating: 4 elephants

Drive’s tank is
half empty

Ashton Wagner • staff writer
I wanted to like “Drive.” I
really wanted to like it. As
a car nut and a fan of other
arthouse fare, I was understandably excited when I
heard the two would be combined on the silver screen.
Unfortunately, I left the
theater with a bitter taste
in my mouth. Don’t get me
wrong, “Drive” is far from
awful. It’s just not nearly as
good as it could have been.
While the cinematography
is top notch, some of the
other creative choices left
me wondering what the directors were thinking. First
and foremost, for a movie
called “Drive” I expected
there to be more than one
car sequence in the whole
film. Also, while the actors
performed wonderfully, the
writing was rather subpar.
Or should I say the amount
of writing. When there was
dialogue present, it was
great, convincingly conveying the emotions and
thoughts of the characters.
However, interactions were
few and far between. The
audience can only glean so
much meaning from Ryan

Gosling’s continuous staring no matter how much
angst he puts in it. The plot
also was down on content.
If I wanted to I could summarize it in about three sentences. However, for all the
shortcomings, a few aspects
of “Drive” do shine. The
arthouse flair is definitely
there, and the overall movie
does an excellent job conveying the gravity of what’s
happening in the rather
limited plot. I’m pretty desensitized to movie violence and don’t usually feel
very empathetic for movie
characters, but “Drive” really hit me in the stomach.
The violence and plight the
characters face really got to
me. This is the saving grace
of the movie, as it has the
ability to make people sympathize with the characters.
Despite the overly simplistic plot and lack of driving
action, “Drive” does have
something to offer.
Review rating: 2 elephants

2 Dec 2011
Melissa Schwenk • living editor

Living

Easy Sugar Cream Pie

5

One of my favorite parts of family holidays is the dessert selection. From pumpkin pies to pumpkin rolls, every member
has their own specialty that makes its way to every family gathering. One of my favorites is my Dad’s sugar cream pie recipe.
It’s simple to make and easy to enjoy, just ask the Thorn editors
who rated it a 7 / 10. If you’re looking for an easy way to impress your future in-laws or just a way to show up your cousins,
these pies are sure to put you in the holiday spirit.
Ingredients
•
1 cup sugar
• 1/4 cup cornstarch
• 2 cups milk
• 1 stick Blue Bonnet margarine
• 1 tsp vanilla extract
• cinnamon and nutmeg
• 1 deep dish frozen pie shell
Directions
1. Prebake your pie shell at 350°C, removing from the oven
before it becomes flakey.
2. Blend sugar & cornstarch in a large pan. Make sure they
are well mixed or you’ll end up with a non-Newtonian fluid.
3. Add milk to the sugar and cornstarch. Heat until
mixture thickens and bubbles, stirring constantly
to prevent scorching.
4. Remove from heat and add margarine and vanilla. Mix well.
5. Pour this into the baked pie shell and sprinkle with nutmeg and cinnamon.
6. Return the pie to the oven and bake at 350°C for approximately 15 minutes, looking for the cream filling to
bubble around the edge of the pie shell.
7. Sprinkle nutmeg top of the pie, then cinnamon. The
nutmeg can be overwhelming, so don’t go overboard.
These pies will travel well and don’t necessarily need
to be refrigerated. Happy Baking.
Do you have a recipe you want to share? Email thorn-living@rose-hulman.edu

This pie will surely impress everyone you know.
http://grandpashomecooking.typepad.com

Haute Foods: Chavas
Jessica Reames • staff writer
Chavas is a Mexican restaurant in downtown Terre
Haute located between 6th and 7th streets on Wabash. The
menu has variety with burritos, chimichangas, quesadillas,
and good guacamole. Up until recently, guacamole could
be added to any dish without charge, but the increasing
price of avocados has changed that.
I tried a chicken burrito and a chorizo quesadilla. Both were
made fresh in front of me with the toppings that I requested.
The burrito had more rice than I would have liked, but the
flavor was good. The chorizo quesadilla was fantastic, no hot
sauce required. Chavas carries Mexican sodas too.
The furniture is colorful and festive, but watch out for
the tables. They are textured and begging for you to spill
a drink. The staff is friendly and the restaurant is clean.
The best part is they are open until at least 2am every day.
Thursday to Saturday they are open until 4am.
If you have a restaurant you want to review, email the
editor at thorn-living@rose-hulman.edu

Chavas is the place to go, whether it’s for lunch
or a late, late dinner.
http://1800recycling.com
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Opinions

The other side of the desk

Humanities: not as
easy as you may think
Dr. Corey Taylor
faculty writer
Humanists and
engineers, social
scientists and mathematicians, scientists and staff members—everyone at
Rose-Hulman shares
the goal of providing
high-quality undergraduate education. We care deeply about teaching students. This is not a party
line; this is what makes us, us.
We instruct in (and sometimes
out of) classrooms, laboratories,
offices, and hallways, not to mention through feedback on writing
assignments, exams, and projects.
I was immersed in our studentcentered pedagogical culture the
instant new faculty orientation began for my “class” in mid-August
2007. I am fortunate to be amongst
exemplary colleagues every day.
Recently, I read with interest
Christopher Drew’s November 4th
New York Times article, “Why Science Majors Change Their Minds
(It’s Just So Darn Hard).” Drew
writes of the need, publicized by
President Obama, for American
colleges and universities to graduate more STEM majors—and more
K-12 teachers with STEM degrees—
in order for us to remain competitive in education and industry.
Few people would argue that these
aren’t worthwhile goals.
But the biggest obstacle to increasing the number of conferred STEM
degrees resides in how those subjects are taught. As Drew reports,
“roughly 40 percent of [college and
university] students planning engineering and science majors end up
switching to other subjects or failing to get any degree.” This exodus
is, in the words of one of Drew’s
sources, “‘the math-science death
march’” that occurs at researchheavy institutions, where teaching
can be viewed as a distraction and
students get weeded out.
Rose bucks that trend, thanks to
our smaller size and emphasis on
teaching. Drew notes that universities like Notre Dame and Illinois
have recently begun incorporating first-year projects and activelearning techniques into engineering curricula; these have been
hallmarks of a Rose education for
some time.
However, about a quarter of
the way through the article Drew
makes a claim that doesn’t fit with
other passages. Under-enrollment
in STEM fields, he says, also arises
from “the proliferation of grade
inflation in the humanities and social sciences,” which doesn’t occur
in “math and science, where the
answers are clear-cut and there are
no bonus points for flair.” As such,
students drop out of engineering
programs and major in, say, English (gasp!) instead.
Drew mentions a study of one

college’s transcripts
over a ten-year period
that revealed humanities majors graduated
with GPAs about .57
higher than their science and math peers.
I’m not sure, however, that the author
can make a sweeping
claim about student
assessment in non-STEM disciplines based on one study. It’s akin
to statements I’ve heard—not too
often, but often enough—regarding
the quality of courses offered by my
department, namely the ridiculous
notion that HSS subjects are easy.
Easy, with its suggestions of subjective and worthless. To be sure,
engineering, science, and mathematics are tough. One could say
hard, which connotes objective and
worthwhile. These binaries are misleading, though. Just because one
thing is hard, doesn’t mean the other is easy. Along with “customer,”
I’d like for “easy” (and its cousin
“soft”) to be stricken from the Rose
lexicon.
Is grade inflation the province of
the humanities and social sciences?
No, especially not here. At the end
of every term, when I tally my noninflated grades, I can’t assign a Bto a student that earned Bs and Cs
on all her assignments. Neither can
my colleagues in HSS or in other
departments, if they encounter the
same situation. This is because the
Rose GPA scale relies inherently
on grade inflation. Since we can’t
assign minuses, my hypothetical
student gets a B instead of a B-.
They’re not the same grades and
they don’t mean the same thing.
In my courses, students may revise certain writing assignments.
They can raise their grades on
particular essays, and thus in the
course. Revising is really where
learning happens when it comes to
writing. I imagine the chance to do
something similar in STEM classes
is rare, but if course grades are on
average higher in the humanities it
might not necessarily be because
they are inflated.
I could be crass and share the
average ratings my literature and
writing courses receive on evaluations regarding workload compared to other courses. I’ll just say
that it’s rare for students to call
them “easy.”
As for ornamentation trumping
substance: There’s a word that describes writing that has “flair” but
conveys nothing. Unfortunately,
it’s unprintable in the campus
newspaper.
I’m not implying that everyone
thinks negatively about HSS or
that all students waltz through our
courses. While there are some who
fall into these categories, the majority of people at Rose value the
HSS department, the faculty in it,
and the subjects and skills we offer
students. Easy grade inflaters, we
are not.
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The death of
traditional coffee

Viktor Goben
staff writer
In the modern American (and
modern Europe for that matter), the traditional cup of coffee
is essentially being told to take a
hike.
The death knell of the traditional
cup of coffee can be heard in just
about any major city, especially
those where corporate coffee sits
on every corner. Somehow in the
last two decades, while the coffee
business boomed, it was decided
that the traditional cup of coffee
needed to adapt a burnt flavor.
Why is that?
Supposedly, market research was
done and the burnt coffee flavor
was found to be preferred, despite
the fact that usually if a cup of coffee tastes burnt, it means that either the coffee has been brewing a
bit too long or was brewed too hot.
And yet the average cup of coffee
in modern America served from a
dedicated corporate coffee shop or
fast food attempt to copy that same
corporate coffee shop has adopted
the burnt beans flavor.
Self-proclaimed coffee afficionados may disagree, claiming that
the burnt flavor allows the drinker
to taste more of the flavors buried
in the coffee beans. As an average
coffee drinker and caffeine addict,
the only thing this writer notices
about the burnt flavor is the need
to cover it up with enough sugar
to make the sucrose concentration
on the order of 20 parts per thousand.
And yet many many people still
claim to be coffee drinkers, despite
buying into the corporate coffee in
the forms of lattes, mochas, and
cappuccinos. These same ‘coffee
drinkers’ refuse to drink regular
coffee though, citing it as being
disgusting and needing the additional flavorings that they have become accustomed to. And in these
claims, an entire corporate and
social culture has developed on
what kind of ‘coffee’ one drinks. A
gentleman drinking a low-fat latte
with extra foam is regarded differently in this caffeine culture of
ours from the gentleman in line
behind him who orders the tall

americano.
Additionally and on a not unrelated side note, our caffeine culture has started adapting itself
to using Italian terms for coffee.
Why? Because it makes us sound
more cultured than we really are.
The same reason why the American culture has adapted any number of words from other languages
to our own meanings, blissfully ignorant of the original meaning or
the culture surrounding the term’s

”

An entire culture has
developed on what kind
of ‘coffee‘ one drinks.
origin.
When this writer visited Europe,
he noticed that the caffeine culture
was significantly different there.
Coffee and espresso were enjoyed
separately and if someone ordered
coffee, traditional dark and bitter
coffee was served. If you wanted
the extra flavorings, you were the
one typically out of place in asking
for coffee and expecting something
more akin to a shot of espresso
wrapped in milk and sugar.
If you want to drink your lattes,
mochas, cappuccinos, or iced soy
milk frappuccino with 1/2 inch of
foam and a squirt of caramel syrup, double cupped for your protection, go for it. There is nothing inherently wrong or right in figuring
out what you like and don’t like in
a beverage. But to call such a creation, which is 7/8 cream and sugar
and 1/8 espresso/coffee (typically
about 1 shot worth), a cup of coffee
is a crime against the coffee bean
that was grown for your consumption. If you want to say that you
drink coffee, then you need to actually drink that black, bitter liquid that you get from those coffee
grounds and hot water. Otherwise,
remember that you aren’t actually
a coffee drinker, you’re a product
of the American caffeine culture.
Take a bow, Brutus, your dagger is
showing in the back of Caesar Coffee.

Have thoughts?

Letters to the editor?
Send them to
the editor to

thorn-opinions@
rose-hulman.edu

Sports

2 Dec 2011

7

Men’s basketball ends undefeated streak
Fightin’ Engineers fall to Wabash College in home opener

Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor

saps College and Oglethorpe University. Travelling northwest to St.
Louis, the Engineers dominated in
a 71 - 42 victory against Fontbonne
University, notching the program’s

bounds on the night.
Wabash sank the first basket
The streak that propelled the
quickly, but Pillischafske answered
Fightin’ Engineers to their best start
with one of his three-pointers to
since the 1977 - 1978 season ended
put the Engineers up 3 - 2 a minute
Wednesday night as the
into play. Unfortunately,
men’s basketball team fell to
the Little Giants never lost
the undefeated Wabash Colthe lead from that point on,
lege Little Giants. Wabash
exiting to the locker room
pushed defensively, holding
with a 21 - 16 lead at halfthe Engineers to their lowest
time.
score this season. Picking
In the second half, strong
off 26 defensive rebounds to
shooting brought the Enthe Engineers’ 16, the Little
gineers as close as 32 - 28,
Giants maintained control
but a 16 - 2 run over eight
of the ball throughout the
minutes clinched the win
game to improve to 5 - 0 on
for the visiting team. Wathe season.
bash is ranked 26th nationThe Engineers took to the
ally by d3hoops.com and
court in Hulbert Arena for
will open conference play
the first time this season,
this Saturday against Denireturning all five starters
son University.
and its top ten scorers from Sophomores James Pillischafske and Julian Strickland led the offensive attack WednesThe Fightin’ Engineers
the 2010 - 2011 season. In
fell
to 4 - 1 on the season,
day night, putting up double figures against Wabash College.
a poll of league coaches,
and they also play their
Rose-Hulman News first conference game this
Rose-Hulman was selected
to finish third in the Heartland Col- 1,000th win. They returned home lian Strickland led the team with 14 Saturday at Defiance College. Defilegiate Athletic Conference this sea- with a stop in Illinois, picking up points and 10 points, respectively. ance stands at 2 - 3 on the season
son. Prior to Wednesday evening, the fourth win against Millikin Col- Junior Nate Gissentanner followed and 0 - 1 in conference play after
they went on a 4 - 0 run on the road lege.
closely behind with nine points and suffering a narrow 70 - 69 loss to
to begin the season, dominating
Backing the home team was a led the team with five rebounds; Anderson University Wednesday
in Atlanta with wins against Mill- large crowd of students and faculty Strickland trailed with four re- night.

Volleyball, men’s soccer
cap successful seasons

Engineer Scoreboard
Men’s basketball
(4 - 1)

Matt Dierksmeier • staff writer

Nov 18 — Atlanta, Georgia
Millsaps College
Rose-Hulman

60
69

Nov 19 — Atlanta, Georgia
Oglethorpe University
Rose-Hulman

50
68

Nov 22 — St. Louis, Missouri
Fontbonne University
Rose-Hulman

42
71

Nov 27 — Decatur, Illinois
Millikin University
Rose-Hulman

39
60

Nov 30 — Terre Haute, Indiana
Wabash College
Rose-Hulman

58
44

Women’s basketball
(0 - 3)
Nov 18 — Danville, Kentucky
Marian University
Rose-Hulman

68
45

Nov 19 — Danville, Kentucky
Centre College
Rose-Hulman

84
44

Nov 29 — Terre Haute, Indiana
St. Mary-of-the-Woods College
Rose-Hulman

51
41

Swimming & Diving
Nov 18 - 19 — Crawfordsville, Indiana
Wabash Invite

hoping to see the team through to
their fifth straight win.
Returning to the team after a
successful season last year, sophomores James Pillischafske and Ju-

M — 7th
W — 7th

After claiming a share of the HCAC
regular season title and topping the conference tournament, the women’s volleyball season came to a close in the first
round of the Division III NCAA tournament.
The first game for Rose-Hulman in
the HCAC tournament matched them
against Transylvania University. After
losing the first two sets, the Lady Engineers rallied and won the next three,
allowing them to move on to the next
round against Hanover College at their
home court. After another slow start,
Rose-Hulman battled back and won 3-1
to advance to the HCAC final against
Bluffton University. With numerous
supporters traveling to Hanover to root
on Rose-Hulman in the final match, the
Lady Engineers did not disappoint, defeating Bluffton in three straight sets.
Winning the HCAC tournament, the
Rose-Hulman women’s volleyball team
automatically earned their first bid to
the NCAA tournament in program history.
In the opening round of the NCAA
Division III tournament, the Lady Engineers faced No. 5 ranked Wittenberg
University. Falling in three sets, the
Rose-Hulman women’s volleyball team
ended their season with a 24-9 record.
The team set single-season school records for most victories and highest
winning percentage. In addition to head
coach Brenda Goble’s 200th victory earlier this season, she also was awarded
with the honor of HCAC Coach of the
Year. Receiving first-team all-HCAC
honors for Rose-Hulman were Anna
Lewer and Karah Hickman, while seniors Leah Pelzel and Morgan Williams

earned second-team all-conference accolades.
Wittenberg went on to claim their first
volleyball national championship after
defeating last year’s champion Calvin
College.
Also earning their way into the NCAA
tournament was the Rose-Hulman
men’s soccer team. After convincingly
winning 8-0 against Mount St. Joseph
in the semifinal, the Rose-Hulman
squad made their way to the final match
against Earlham College. Coming alive
in the second half, Rose-Hulman pulled
away and secured a 5-1 victory, and the
NCAA Division III tournament awaited
them.
Matched against No. 8 ranked Ohio
Northern University, the Rose-Hulman
team came up short, falling 2-0. With
the loss, the team’s 11 match winning
streak abruptly ended. On the year, the
team compiled a record 16 wins and
completed their 7th consecutive winning
season.
For their efforts on the season, the
Rose-Hulman men’s soccer team earned
eight all-HCAC awards. Seven players,
along with head coach Sean Helliwell,
were recognized. Among those players
earning honors were seniors Clint Vatterrodt and Tim Hollingshead and sophomores Mike Schiff, Ben Green, and
William Senat. Vatterrodt was also recognized by the NCAA, capturing a spot
on the Academic All-American team.
Ohio Wesleyan University has gone
on to claim a spot in the final four, facing off against Montclair State University tonight. The winner will compete in
the national championship against the
winner of the matchup between Calvin
College and State University College at
Oneonta.
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Wacky prof quotes

Things to do with your Turkey Day leftovers
Thorn Staff • tryptophan comatose
10. Grow holiday special cultures. Bonus points if you can get
your mold formation to take the shape of a tree.
9. Man may not be able to survive on bread alone, but you could
be the first to try turkey.
8. Liquefy them and inject them intravenously while studying.
Or playing Skyrim, which is probably more likely. Mmm, turkey
shakes!
7. Make a modern art sculpture out of the extra mashed potatoes and send it to the Swope.
6. Test the viscosity of cranberry sauce... preferably by flinging it across the lake and watching it slide down the side of Percopo.

5. Use the high-voltage lab to reanimate the turkey carcass into
a frankenfowl, and pit it against the geese. You could probably
sell tickets.
4. Forget them in the back of your refirgerator until it smells
like you’re hiding a small dead thing somewhere in your room.
Then be the first to leave during break, which means that it’s your
roommates who have to deal with it.
3. FOOD FIGHT. There is nothing more majestic than the sight
of three-week-old yams hurtling through the air like tiny orange
and brown beacons of cafeteria anarchy.
2. Feed them to your friends. They don’t need to know.
1. Potato gun. Also works with yams, biscuits, and cranberry
sauce. Note: if potatoes were not already mashed, don’t worry...
they will be soon.

Hey kids, help decorate
the Flipside! Fill this
spot with your favorite

“I can’t believe I’m going
to string these words
together, but here
goes... How hideous is
the average everyday
horny creeper?”
— Dr. House. Somehow, I don’t think that
context would make
this any better.
“Unfortunately, I am a
nobody. And I hate to
burst your bubble, but
so are you.”
—Dr. Rader, opponent
of the ‘special snowflake’ theory.
“There are a lot of reasons I’ll reserve the
right to smack you.”
— Dr. Throne. They’re
in print, on the last
page of the syllabus.
“Now as you notice CO2
is not on this list. CO2
is up in the air. *waits*
That’s a joke.”
— Dr. Mech. Those
8 am audiences are
a total killer for the
scholarly standup.

variables!

“From the moment you
open it, it’s fantastic! I
want to lick it!”
— Dr. Livesay. While
there are plenty of
things that this could
apply to, I’ll just let
you use your imagination.

(Dibs

pi.)

Stephen Mayhew• Too legit to quit

10

1
2
3

9

Field guide
to relatives

8
7

Rose Profs say crazy
things. E-mail them
to the Flipside at
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu

Rose Men
of Genius

Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman

Noël Spurgeon • humor editor

(Thanksgiving
Edition)
4

6

5

1- You. “OH GOD REAL FOOD IT’S SO BEAUTIFUL.” /OMNOMNOM
2- Mom. “Is that what I have to do? Give you food so you talk to your poor
mother?”
3- Dad. “I send money. Because I like to pay to talk to my children after raising
them for 18 years.”
4- Overachieving cousin. “After I was done saving the village from the bears, I
started work on my MD/Phd/JD at Johns Hopkins. It’s lovely this time of year.”
5- Optimistic grandmother. “So, have you met any nice girls at Rose? I want
great-grandchildren.”
6- Gruff uncle. “I used to drink hen’s blood for breakfast. Put hair on my chest.”
7- Nostalgic grandfather. “Back in *my* day, we had to kill the turkey ourselves.
8- Perfectionist aunt. “The gravy is all right… for something that comes from a
can.
9- Petulant cousin. <whine> “But I like chiiiiiiives in my potatoes.” </whine>
10- Younger sibling. “I’m not touching you I’m not touching you I’m not
touching yooooou.”

Today, we salute you, Mr. Conversation Killer. Like a social
barnacle, you adhere yourself to the best conversation in the
room, surreptitiously working your way in before the others
realize it’s too late. Maybe inciting conversational catastrophe
is intentional, part of your attempt to become the most feared
man on campus. Maybe it’s not, and your copious word vomit
is merely a symptom of a serious social illness (that you should
probably get checked out… I’ve heard green tea and cough drops
do wonders). No matter. Once you’re acknowledged there is no
escape: all parties have crossed the awkwardness event horizon. No matter how long the strained silence, you never seem
to get the hint, merely spewing another fact about the merits of
different kinds of battery or the romantic lives of 19th century
carnival strongmen. It’s not that your topics of choice are dull,
per se: you just have the talent of picking the least interesting
facet of a thing to talk about. Unfazed by the blank stares and
pained expressions of those around you, you plow onward, extending what should have been a pleasant conversation into an
unbearable excursion into the world of aural torture. Unfortunately, most people are far too polite to tell you that you’re killing a small part of them each minute you elaborate on Wilhelm
the Wonder of Westphalia’s tryst with the third bearded lady
exhibited by P.T. Barnum. Instead, they remain stoic, knowing
that eventually you’ll get tired of talking… or they’ll expire from
boredom. So here’s to you, oh master of the monotone... may
the world keep you away from Open Mic Night.

This is the Flipside disclaimer, the fortune cookie after the metaphorical meal of journalism. Noël Spurgeon is your chef du jour, and all content that doesn’t have a name on it can be considered the chef’s choice for the day. You may disagree with the choice, but that’s your problem,
not mine. So.... 3.5 weeks until break. Followed by 6.5 weeks of soul crushing as we realize that the little stub of the quarter before Christmas doesn’t look so great when it’s in the rear view mirror. However, for now everything tastes like sugar and heart failure. Which is awesome.

